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contribute himself. He was quite sincere, and had not begun
to suspect that the scheme originated in his idea for a fable
about Liberals who had lost their trousers.
From the Reform I went to the Statesman to discuss with
Sharp the notion of some plainer writing about political facts.
I had previously seen McKenna's brother, who told me that
Reginald was still quite determined to leave the Cabinet if it
tried to outrun the constable. He indicated that the financial
situation was exceedingly grave.
At night I dined with Atkins, who told us he had met an
old friend that day, an American journalist named Marshall,
whom he had known in the Cuban War, and who had been
shot in the spine in a very interesting way, so much so that it
ought to have been impossible for him to live, and two medical
books had been written about him.   He walks with a stick or
sticks.   This man was coming to Europe journalistically, and
Bernsdorfl had him in at the Waldorf-Astoria, and said to him:
"You can have £50,000, not dollars, before you leave this
hotel, if you will go to Europe in German interests."   Marshall
refused.   Bernsdorff then went further and told him he could
have the biggest journalistic scoop that any journalist ever
had.   Namely, he should be taken from Belgium to Berlin in
a Zeppelin and there have an interview with the Kaiser and be
brought back.   Marshall refused.   Atkins said he knew Marshall
very well, and vouched for his honesty.   The Zeppelin excursion
was afterwards accepted by another American journalist, whose
name I forget, but he died hi the Zeppelin on the way.   Atkins
also told us that Lord Cromer had told him that an English
officer out in Russia on military contracts business found himself
absolutely unable to do the business without backshe&sh to
officials, which he refused to give.   He then managed to see
the Tsar, who affected great surprise and went over the heads
of the officials—but how long the Tsar's arrangement' worked'
Atkins couldn't say.
Tuesday, January i.8th.
Came to London yesterday with M. Lunched at Reform and
saw Spender, and his new contributor, whose noms-de-plume
are " Action Front" and " Boyd Cable ".1 He writes descriptive
stuff very well. I should say a good soldier, very earnest, and
1 The latter was not a notn do plume but the writer's actual name.
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